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REMARKS 

Thorough examination of the application is sincerely 
appreciated. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9 and 12 - 27 are pending in the 
application. Among other things, independent claims are amended to 
clarify the patentable subject matter of the invention and advance 
the prosecution of this case. Entry of the amendment is 
respectfully requested. 

In the Final Office Action, claims 1-4, 6-10, 12, 13 and 
18 - 24 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent 6,594,629 (Basu) . Claims 5 and 11 have been 
rejected under 35 U-S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Basu* 

Claims 14 - 17 and 25 - 27 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 
as being unpatentable over Basu in view of U.S. Patent 6,219,640 
(Basu 2) . Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections for the 
following reasons . 

According to Basu, the event detection module 28 receives 
input from the frontal pose detector 20, the visual feature 
extractor 24 (via the pose normalization block 26), and the audio 
feature extractor 14. Then, in step 802, any mouth openings on a 
face identified as "frontal" are detected. If a mouth opening or 
some mouth motion is detected, microphone 6 is turned on, in step 
804. Once the microphone is turned on, any signal received 
therefrom is stored in a buffer (step 806)* Then, mouth opening 
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pattern recognition (e g., periodicity) is performed on the mouth 
movements associated with the buffered signal to determine if what 
was buffered was in fact speech (step 808) . (emphasis added; see 
col, 15, lines 30 et seq. of the patent) . This is also illustrated 
in Figures 8A and 8B of the patent , 

In sharp contrast to Basu, the present invention discloses 
" said processing- arrangement comprising a circular buffer for 
continuously receiving and maintaining last few seconds of the 
acoustic response supplied to said audio input device " as now 
recited in Applicant's claim 1 (emphasis added)* Support for this 
feature is found on page 8, paragraph 18 of the instant 
specification . 

Pursuant to MPEP, Section 2131/ to. anticipate a claim, the 

a. 

reference must teach every element of the claim. As discussed 
above, Basu fails to teach every element of Applicant's claim 1. 
Applicant, therefore, respectfully submits that independent claim 1 
is not anticipated by Basu. Withdrawal of the rejection is, 
therefore, respectfully requested. 

Claims 2, 6, 7, 9, 12 and 13 depend, either directly or 
indirectly r from independent claim 1 and thus incorporate novel and 
non-obvious features thereof, in addition to further limitations. 
Therefore, these claims are patentably distinguishable over the 
prior art for at least the same reasons as independent claim 1. 

Independent claim 18, as amended, contains the feature of claim 
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1 as discussed above. Hence, for at least the same reasons given 
for claim 1, claim 18 is believed to be allowable over Basu. 

Claims 19-24 depend from independent claim 18 and thus 
incorporate novel and non-obvious features thereof, in addition to 
further limitations. Therefore, these claims are patentably 
distinguishable over the prior art for at least the same reasons as 
independent claim 18. Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully 
requested* 

Claims 5 and 11 are canceled thereby obviating their 
rejections in the Final Office Action. 

With respect to claims 14 - 17 and 25-27, Basu 2 is relied 
upon in the Final Office Action for the proposition of "a system 
for identifying a speaker that includes, a face recognizer" or "a 
speaker identity recognizer arranged for distinguishing speech 
patterns of a plurality of speakers'' or other features that are 
recited in dependent claims only* Even if, for the sake of 
argument, it is assumed that Base 2 does teach those features, Base 

2 still does not disclose the above features of Applicant's 
invention as recited in claim 1 and discussed hereinabove. Thus, 
this patent fails to supplement Base to cure its deficiencies as 
discussed hereinabove. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully 
requested*. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that Basu 
and Basu 2, either alone or in combination, neither anticipate nor 
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render obvious the present invention because the prior art fails to 
teach or suggest all of the features of the present invention, as 
discussed hereinabove. 

An earnest effort has been made to be fully responsive to the 
Examiner's correspondence and advance the prosecution of this case. 
In view of the above amendments and remarks/ it is believed that 
the present application is in condition for allowance, and an early 
notice thereof is earnestly solicited , However, if for any reason 
this application is not considered to be in condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is respectfully requested to call the 
undersigned attorney at the number listed below prior to issuing a 
further Action. 

Please charge any additional fees associated with this 
application to Deposit Account No. 14-1270, 


Respectfully submitted, 


Larry Ldfe^rchuk, Reg. No. 40,352 
Senior Corporate Counsel 
914-333-9602 
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